
Because you care, no child will be left behind
Supporting the WWO Vietnam Positive Youth Development 

Program and Toy Library Project 

From July 29 to August 14, best friends Julie Aaron and Kristy Sadocha traveled to 
Vietnam for a life-changing service learning trip. Upon their arrival, the pair went 
straight to work, despite the heavy rain that fell daily. In the span of just three weeks, 
Julie and Kristy became lifelong friends with 40 children living with disabilities in the 
Hoang Mai Rehabilitation School and 19 youth from the Saigon Youth Center who 
once lived on the streets, as well as with the entire team at WWO Vietnam. They also 
made a significant financial impact during their visit by raising $5,000 through their 
combined Facebook fundraiser.

I hope to be able to 
brighten people’s days 

like these children have 
brightened mine.

- Kristy Sadocha -

Little do they know, 
THEY are the ones 
who have blessed 
my life
- Julie Aaron -



Following their footsteps
Center for Excellence (CFE)
Upon their arrival, Julie and Kristy traveled to the Center for Excellence (CFE) – the 
headquarters of WWO Vietnam. The CFE’s mission is to unleash the potential in every 
child, youth, and organization that interacts with WWO Vietnam. The CFE is the hub 
of all WWO interventions in Vietnam, showcasing the various models that are in 
practice in 12 cities and provinces across the country.

Kristy: We met the WWO staff and were introduced to the different 
interventions that they do to enhance children's lives in Vietnam. There are 
many different functions of this NGO (i.e. working with children with 
mentally disabilities, high risk youth, and children living with HIV.



Following their footsteps
Toy Library at Hoang Mai Rehabilitation School
The Hoang Mai Rehabilitation School is a day school run by Catholic nuns that serves 80 
children with disabilities or with special needs from poor families or families with single 
parents. WWO established a Toy library in Hoang Mai to help children overcome their 
developmental challenges through our Element of Play® programs. 

It’s not always easy to engage with the children 
during play time, and this is sometimes more difficult 
when engaging children with disabilities. However, 
Julie and Kristy got down on the floor and just 
became part of the play! All the kids loved to play 
pretend with them, taking Julie and Kristy on as their 
buddies.

Julie and Kristy’s first visit coincided with a visit from 
the Albert Einstein students who also came to WWO 
Vietnam as service learners. It was heartwarming to 
see youth coming together from different 
backgrounds to care for children in need in Vietnam.

Kristy: The toy library works to enhance 
the social and mental development of a 
child. Initially, parents are mostly 
concerned with the physical 
development of their child, but it has 
been proven that this Toy Library does 
wonders for the child's brain, allowing 
them to ameliorate their social 
interactions and communication skills.



Following their footsteps
City Youth Center
The City Youth Center (CYC) is a government-run shelter for more than 100 children and 
youth who used to live on the streets. 

Julie and Kristy set out to teach English at the CYC. For a native speaker, teaching English 
may sound simple, but this is not the case when you are in a classroom with more than 
twenty kids who hail from all walks of life and who have varying degrees of education. 

The students at CYC do have one important thing in common – they all need to learn 
“culinary English” to complement their cooking skills training for employment in the food 
service industry. Although there were challenges, Julie and Kristy gave engaging, playful 
English lessons about food, beverages, and general communication in a restaurant 
setting. Their teaching methods were complimented by visual aids such as cookies, 
sweets, and colorful items, which made the lessons both practical and effective.

Julie and Kristy were assisted by Vinh Cac, another student from Saigon who helped the 
class overcome the language barrier. Again, as with the Toy Library setting, they quickly 
became lifelong friends with their “students’. On the last day of her service at the CYC, 
Julie brought the kids to the soccer field that WWO built for them “to show off all the 
sports-related vocabulary and soccer skills we have learned!”

Saying goodbye was so difficult, but Julie made it cheerful with Bánh Mì, snacks and a lot 
of beautiful books. What made everyone’s heart melt were the individualized, handwritten 
notes that Julie handed to every student before leaving. 

Thuy: It was more than knowledge and language that Julie and Kristy brought to “the 
kids”. You can already see trust and hope in their eyes and a lot of progress in such a 
short period of time. This encounter will make a long lasting impact on them in their 
journey to integration. Thank you to Julie and Kristy for coming all the way to give so 
much joy and practical support! Thank you for being such a warm inspiration for us all!



A home to return to
Julie and Kristy absolutely made Saigon their new home over the course of their 
three-week service learning trip. Not only did they come to work with the kids and 
youth, they spent hours in the scorching sun or in the rain to search for toys, books, 
and gifts for their new friends at the Toy library and the City Youth Center. The loving 
notes that Julie wrote to each and every member of the WWO team and the kids at 
the City Youth Center meant the world to everyone at WWO Vietnam

From this trip, Julie and Kristy
  have gained in depth insights into the work for further support (CFE)
  learned how to help children with disabilities or with special needs at the Toy  
      Library (Hoang Mai)
  developed a compassion that leads to more specific ideas on how to   
      support institutionalized children (Ky Quang)
  gained an in depth understanding and compassion to help children and  
      youth better prepare for independent living (CYC), 
  started a bond with the Julie’s birthplace (Can Tho)

Bye bye Saigon and the WWO team! I 
am coming back soon to be with you 
for a more exciting and longer term of 

service learning and fun! I will be 
bringing many toys and learning aids 
(along with some special American 

snacks) when I return in the fall. 
- Julie -



Heartfelt thanks to 
Julie Aaron, Kristy Sadocha

and every service learner and orphan ranger who has come to WWO 
Vietnam and has made significant changes in the lives of thousands of 
children and families living on the margins of society.

Thank you for helping us build a global village of love and care that will 
become self-sustained in the long run and will help us reach our vision:

by 2030 every orphan, vulnerable child and youth in Vietnam will 
receive comprehensive care and effective treatment to fully 

integrate into society without stigma and discrimination.

Worldwide Orphans Viet Nam
6th Fl., 25 Hoang Hoa Tham St., W. 6,
Binh Thanh Dist., HCMC, Vietnam

(+84 28) 6299 1956      Facebook.com/wwovietnam wwo.org.vn

Contact us for contribution/donation

Ngo Thuy
Country Director
[E] ngothuy@wwo.org.vn 
[P] (0084) 0918.250.405

Phan Thi Thai Vinh
Operations Director
[E] phanvinh@wwo.org.vn 
[P] (0084) 0903.712.228

WWO.ORG
Worldwide Orphans

ATTN: Jill A. Pall
3 Vose Avenue, Suites 10 & 11

South Orange, NJ 07079

Thuy: It is a miracle that we found our way to each other in our services to 
the little ones, so that we can be loved and can love unconditionally. We are 
always grateful that the children and youth in our programs allow us to be 
part of their lives, and I can feel this sense of gratitude in Julie and Kristy.


